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Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 

Pursuant to the provisions of 37 CFR Sections 1.56, 1.97 and 1.98, Applicants 
submit herewith copies of the references cited on the attached Forms PTO/SB/08A and 
PTO/SB/08B for consideration during prosecution of this application. 

This Statement is filed solely for the purpose of complying with the pertinent 
rules of the Office and is not intended to be a substitute for an independent evaluation by the 
Examiner of the art cited or an independent search by the Examiner, and no representation of 
any nature is made or intended by the filing of this Statement. 

Each item of information contained in this Information Disclosure Statement 
was first cited in a conmiunication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign 
application not more than three months prior to the filing of the Information Disclosure 
Statement. 

German Patent DE 44 41 073 C is not in the English language. It was cited in 
an International Search Report for the PCT equivalent of the subject application as a category 
"Y" reference (column 2, lines 32-34 and Figure 4) with respect to claims 1, 2, 4. 9, 12, 14, 
16, 17, 19 and 20. Claims 1, 2, 4. 9, 12, 14, 16, 17, 19 and 20 of die PCT application are the 
same as like-numbered claims in the subject application. A copy of the International Search 
Report is enclosed. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Robert P. Lenart 
Registration No. 30,654 
Pietragallo, Bosick & Gordon 
One Oxford Centre. 38* Floor 
301 Grant Street 
Pittsburgh, PA 15219 
Telephone No.: (412)263-4399 
Facsimile No.: (412) 261-0915 
Attorney for Applicants 
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